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Assignment One: Rhetorical Analysis Graphic Organizer 
Students will fill in the graphic organizer answering the prompted questions for each of the two 
assignment books. *See attached example. These are to be done as you read the books.  Focus on 
language and style.  Entries should be legible!  You are reading a text and then responding with 
insightful analysis. 
 
 

RHETORICAL ANALYSIS GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

 WHAT the Writer Does    WHY the Writer Does It 

Author’s Claim/ Argument: Why did the author choose this claim or argument? 

What is the tone of the piece? Celebratory? Critical? 

Sarcastic? Serious? Humorous? Personal? Impersonal? 

Mocking? Give Evidence. 

How does the tone reveal the bias of the author? How 

does the tone contribute to the purpose of the piece? 

Give Evidence. 

What is the author’s purpose? To explain? To inform? 

To anger? Persuade? Amuse? Motivate?  

Why does the author choose this purpose?  What effect 

does it create? 



Who is the author’s intended audience? Why does the writer engage this audience? 

List evidence that supports the intended audience. 

 

How did the writer arrange his or her ideas? What 

are the patterns of arrangement? Particular to 

general? Broad to specific? Spatial? Chronological? 

Alternating? Block? 

Did the arrangement of ideas, or the way the author 

developed them create some sort of effect? What purpose 

does it serve?  Why did the author arrange his/her ideas 

this way? 

How does the writer use diction? Is it formal? 

Informal? Technical? Jargon? Slang? Is the language 

connotative? Denotative? Are certain words 

repeated? Is the language emotionally evocative? 

Why does the author use this type of diction? What effect 

does it create? 

What type of appeals does the writer use? Ethos? 

Logos? Pathos? How does the writer establish 

his/her credibility? What emotions does the writer 

want to evoke in the reader? How does the writer 

create a logical argument? 

Why would the writer choose to use these appeals?    Which 

appeal is the most effective in proving the author’s claim?  

How do the appeals affect the tone of the work? 

Any other important rhetorical features or 

strategies you noticed? What tropes does the writer 

use (irony, allusion, simile, metaphor, etc.) Does the 

writer use repetition or emphasis on punctuation? 

Why were these used?  Do they influence the reader in 

anyway? 
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Assignment Two: Character’s Letter 
 

Respond to both of the prompts. Your writing needs to be insightful, well planned out and 
at least 300 words. 
 

- Jurgis has been selected to write a letter to the union stating the injustices of how the 
Chicago meat companies have affected his life and the lives of many immigrant. This letter 



will appear in the local Chicago Tribune. It is your job to write the letter in the voice of Jurgis. 
Remember to keep in tune with the same colloquial diction and mentality Jurgis has shown 
throughout the novel. You may use excerpts from the novel to prove your point in some 
cases. 

- Every individual has power: the power to affect change in his or her own life, the lives of 
friends and family, the community, and the world. Using individual power can take the form 
of changing your own or someone else’s mind about prejudice, racism, or in this case 
witchcraft. Write a letter in the voice of Abigail Williams where she confesses her crimes and 
rationale for her actions. You may use excerpts from the play to prove Abby’s reasoning. 

 
 


